
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Department News 

inter arrived as we 
were compiling 
our newsletter. 
The first snow of 
the season turned 
northern New 
Jersey into a winter 

wonderland.  Driving to work in the pre-dawn 
light, the trees along Rt. 287 looked like they were 
covered in white lace.  With the cold weather 
finally here, what better time to come indoors, 
indulge in a research project, resume your 
genealogy study, or view an exhibit? 
 

The F.M. Kirby Gallery 
 

In December, we will open our first exhibit in the 
new F.M. Kirby Gallery:   

Th:Nast, 
Father of the American Political Cartoon 

Selections from the Thomas Nast Collection 
 
The exhibit will showcase original drawings and 
paintings, correspondence, book illustrations and 
ephemera, by the 19th century political cartoonist, 
Thomas Nast. 
 
Beginning with one of Nastõs Civil War paintings, 
Faithful Unto Death, the exhibit will follow his 
work through one of his last completed paintings, 
the recently restored Immortal Light of Genius. 
 

The Civil War Collection 
 

Before retiring to his home in Florida late last 
year, Norman B. Tomlinson donated his beloved 
collection of over six hundred books on the War 
of the Rebellion. His gift was quickly 
supplemented by a donation of several hundred 
more books from the North Jersey Civil War 
Roundtable.  Staff of the History Center have 
already cataloged about half 
 ofthis collection, which is available for browsing 
in our Reading Room. 
 

 
Pass It On:  Beginning Genealogy 

 
Next spring, we will be offering a revised version 
of our popular beginning genealogy series, Pass It 
On. The series will be offered in three parts: 

1. Look It Up:  Beginning Genealogy 
A beginnersõ workshop about genealogy 
with an overview of the History Center.  
April 16, 2008, 10 a.m. - noon 

2. Part Two - Write it Down:  Organizing 
Your Family History 
May 2, 2008, 10 a.m. - noon 

3. Pass It On: Creating a Family History 
with Impact! 
June 18 , 2008, 10 a.m. - noon 

All three workshops are free and participants are 
welcome to sign up for one or all three.  Please 
call the History Center to reserve your space:  973-
538-3473. 
 
Have a spouse or friend who accompanies you but 
is not interested in genealogy?  Bring them to the 
History Center for our other collections.  In 
addition to our new Civil War Collection, we have 
books on the Revolutionary War, map, 
photograph and postcard collections, and books, 
plans, architectural and landscape drawings on 
historic preservation. 
 

Friends of the Library 
 

Just in time for the holidays, the Friends of the 
Morristown & Morris 
Township Library are 
offering sterling silver 
pins of Thomas Nastõs 
Santa Claus. These oval 
pins have a hidden bail so 
they may also be worn as 
pendants.  Thomas Nast 
pins are $18 and will be 
available for purchase at 
the Circulation desk and 
in the History Center. 
    Christine Jochem 
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Calendar of Events 
Compiled by Marilyn Stearns 

 
Ongoing ð 1/08 The Splendors of Silver. Exhibit 
shows how silver played a significant function in 
society for many centuries. More than 50 pieces of 
American, English and French silver on display. 
Macculloch Hall.  973-538-2404. 
 
Ongoing - ABCs of Furniture.  The exhibit explains 
the difference between the classic furniture styles 
from 1650 to 1850 with examples from the W. 
Parsons Todd collection at Macculloch Hall and 
private collections. Phone: Macculloch Hall at 
973-538-2404. 
 
Ongoing - Boonton: the Early Years. Permanent 
exhibit of the history of Boonton from 1741 to 
1903, is chronicled in a timeline, photographs, text 
and artifacts. John Taylor Building, 210 Main 
Street, Boonton. Saturday, 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. or 
by appt. Call 973-402-8840. 
 
Through the end of 2007 - Treasures from the Morris 
County Historical Society. An exhibit showcasing 
highlights from the societyõs collection. 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m. Acorn Hall. 973-267-3465.  Call 973-267-
3465 for hours. 
 
11/17 - òAfternoon Tea at the Museumó Two 
seatings:  12:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Boonton 
Historical Society Museum, 210 Main Street. 
Tickets are $25.00. Call 973-316-0976. 
 
11/18 - The Jews of Morris County.  Linda Forgosh, 
of the Jewish Historical Society of Metrowest, will 
share her extensive knowledge of the history of 
the Jewish community in Morris County. 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum. Free. Contact the 
Morris County Historical Society at 973-267-3465. 
 
11/19 - United Nations Philately. APS slide show 
traces the development of the United Nations 
through its stamps. The Jockey Hollow Stamp 
Club.  8:00 p.m. Conference room at the back of 
the cafeteria (1st floor), Rehabilitation Institute of 
Morristown Memorial Hospital, 95 Mt. Kemble 
Avenue, Morristown.  
 
11/22 & 23 - Morristown & Morris Township 
Library is closed for Thanksgiving. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
11/30 ð 12/9 Gingerbread Wonderland. Annual 
event at the Haggerty Education Center. Saturday 
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Friday, 
10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  For information, contact: 
973-326-7600. 
 
12/1 & 2 - A Country Christmas at Fosterfields. Tour 
the first floor of the Foster family home, The 
Willows. View the Gothic Revival house arrayed 
in festive Christmas decor. Holiday cooking. 
Christmas carols around the piano. 12:00 pm to 
4:00 pm. Fosterfields Living Historical Farm, 
Morris Township. 973-326-7645. 
 
12/1 & 2 - Dickensian Christmas at Historical 
Speedwell, a recreation of Fezziwigõs Ball is 
brought to life.  The Vail Home will be decorated 
for the holiday and open for tours. 12:00 noon to 
5:00 p.m. 973-285-6550. 
 
12/1 & 2 - Deck the Halls! 19th-century holiday 
decorations and entertainment at Acorn Hall and 
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum. Acorn Hall 
will feature lavish Victorian themed decorations. 
Macculloch Hall will be decorated by the Garden 
Club of Morristown in Regency fashion with a 
Silver & Gold theme.  More than 20 of illustrator 
Thomas Nastõs Christmas drawings will be on 
display. Saturday, December 1 from noon - 7:00 
p.m.; Sunday, December 2, noon - 5:00 p.m. 
Admission: $10.00. 
 
12/2 - òChester Historical Society Holiday 
Celebrationó at the Allen Farm.  Refreshments in 
historic Chester residence. Reservations are 
required. Call 908-879-2761. 
 
12/2 - Garden State Postcard Club Meeting, 11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Long Hill Senior Citizen Center, 
Gillette. 
 
12/3 - APS Circuit Books & Member Bourse. The 
Jockey Hollow Stamp Club.  8:00 p.m. Conference 
room at the back of the cafeteria (1st floor), 
Rehabilitation Institute of Morristown Memorial 
Hospital, 95 Mt. Kemble Avenue, Morristown.  
 
Events continues on page 6 
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The Bibliophile 

History in Unlikely Places 
 
On November 16, 2007, we received the gift of a 
very rare bound copy of the RURAL VISITER. 
A Literary and Miscellaneous 
Gazette, Vol. I no. 1, Jul. 30, 
1810, through Vol. I no. 52, Jul. 
22, 1811.  This is a complete 
run of the literary, scientific, 
and ephemeral weekly 
periodical published by David 
Allinson and his brother, John 
C. Allinson, in Burlington, 
New Jersey. It includes 
valuable articles on 
contemporary methods of 
raising specific crops, 
manufacturing techniques, 
domestic hints, and much local 
South Jersey news and notices. 
But some of the most 
interesting information is 
found on the 13 leaves of 
advertisements, which include 
advertise-ments for books 
written by Stephen Munson 
Day, and published by David 
Allinson. 

 
The History Center owns the 
original handwritten manu-
scripts for several books by 
Day, including The Art of 
Spelling  and A System of 
Pronunciation, which were 
published by Allinson in 1811 
as The Childõs Introduction to the 
Spelling and Pronunciation of 
the English Language. 
 
Stephen Day, grandson of 
Captain Samuel Day (1715 - 
1777), son of Samuel Day 
(1753 - about 1797), and 
brother of Mahlon Day  
(1790 ð 1854), all members of 
one of Morristownõs oldest families, was born in 
Morristown in 1776. He studied law and received  
a diploma but never practiced, preferring instead 
to teach. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 1801 he was hired to teach at the Burlington 

Academy, working under 
the celebrated Baptist 
preacher, William Staugh-
ton, principal of the 
Burlington Academy. Day 
admired William Staughton, 
but was uncomfortable with 
òsome of the religious 
performances practiced at 
the academy,ó 1 and shortly 
thereafter, took a position 
teaching at the Friendsõ 
School at Haddonfield, 
New Jersey. 
 
Day became a member of 
the Society of Friends in 
1803, and was approved for 
the ministry about two 
years after moving to 
Haddonfield. 
 
During his brief life, 
Stephen Day taught school, 
published several books, 
and edited a newspaper. But 
he was remembered most 
for his preaching for the 
Society of Friends. When 
he died in 1812, at the age 
of 36, his obituary ran in no 
less than fourteen news- 
papers from Boston to 
Baltimore. 
 
 

Christine Jochem 

                                                 
1 Byberry, John & Isaac Comly, ed., Friendsõ 

Miscellany: Being a Collection of Essays and 
Fragments, Biographical, Religious, Epistolary, 
Narrative, and Historical; é, Vol. XII, 
Philadelphia: J. Richards, 1839, p. 159. 
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New Acquisitions 
 
 

 
H3Mo5 
Brad 
Bra 

Blum, Bette.  Bradley Beach Treasures:  Reflections of the Jersey Shore. 
History Press, 2007 

This is a collection of stories, nostalgia, and photographs of 
the Bradley Beach 
community.  The text is composed primarily of residentsõ 
remembrances and anecdotes about all the aspects of life in 
this Jersey Shore community. 
 
 
 

H2 
Cas 

Casterline, Greg.  Colonial Tribulations:  The Survival Story of William 
Casterline and his Comrades of the New Jersey Blues Regiment, French & 
Indian War, 1755-1757. 
2007.  
Mr. Casterlineõs narrative of the New Jersey Blues, a regiment 
active in the French and Indian War, includes the sieges of Fort 
Oswego (1756) and Fort William Henry (1757).  There are lists of 
soldiers in the regiment with roster and pay information along with a chronology 
and contemporary photos of some of the historic sites associated with the 
regiment. 
 
 

HM51 
Ever 
Cha 

Chambers, Kemper.  The Evergreen Cemetery:  A Walk Into the 
Past with Kemper Chambers.  2007. 
Cemetery historian Kemper Chambers gives tours of the 
historic spot each summer, and this book retells his tour in 
words and pictures.  Headstones are pictured along with 
information about those buried in the cemetery along with 
reprinted obituaries, a cemetery map and a chronology.  
  

 
HM42 
Shu 

Shults, Ruth.  Moonlight Over the Canal:  Stories from a Girlõs Life 
in Historic Morris County, New Jersey.  Mill City Press, 2006. 
This memoir tells the story of a woman who grew up in an 
historic home in Montville and later lived in Boonton, two 
communities near the Morris Canal. Jersey Shore.                                                                              
 
 

  
          Jim Collins 
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Recent Acquisitions of Particular Note 

Ledger Book of O.W. Almer, Undertaker, 
Stanhope, New Jersey. 

 
The North Jersey History Center recently 
acquired the Ledger Book of O.W. Almer from 
The Old Book Shop in Morristown. Otto 
Almerõs ledger book contains the records of 
funerals for the time period of August 9, 
1893, to August 21, 1909, in the Dover, 
Netcong, Stanhope, and Port Morris areas. 
The ledger lists one funeral per page, showing 
the name of the deceased, the name of the 
certifying physician, age of the deceased, 
death date, cause of death, place of burial, 
items furnished for the funeral (casket, 
carriage, chairs, gloves for pall bearers, etc.) 
and records of payment. 
 
Otto W. Almer was child of Frederick and 
Suzanna Almer, who emigrated from 
Denmark to New York City, where Otto was 
born. His father was a cabinetmaker and 
undertaker, and it was through him that Otto 
learned his trade.  Otto had very little formal 
education, but he was an avid reader, 
especially of historical works. As a young 
man, Otto moved around northern New 
Jersey before settling in Stanhope, Sussex 
County, where he started a furniture and 
undertaking business in 1878. He married 
Matilda Baylor, of Vienna, in 1860; they had 
one son, Amos J. Almer, born about 1863. 
 
Known for his fine woodworking and 
carpentry, Almer helped build six churches in 
Morris, Warren and Sussex counties, as well as 
the hearse he used in his undertaking 
business.  His son, Amos, joined him in the 
furniture and undertaking business and 
continued the business after his fatherõs death 
in 1914, until his own death in 1919. 
 
This ledger is one of the most comprehensive 
account books we have seen, and we believe it 
will be a valuable source of information for 
our researchers. 
 

 
Records of Orville Meslar, Esq. 

 
Two ledgers from Orville Meslar were 
recently donated to the North Jersey History 
Center:  a Morris County Complaint Docket 
of 1923-1925, and Meslarõs expense account 
ledger for 1923-1935. 
  
Orville Vanatta Meslar [1898-1963] was born 
in Hampton, Hunterdon County, but at an 
early age moved with his parents, Walter and 
Malitta Trowbridge Meslar, to Morristown, 
where he lived the remainder of his life. He 
attended the Morris Academy and 
Morristown High School, excelling in sports 
and student government. After receiving his 
law degree from New York University, Meslar 
went on to became the Morris District Court 
Judge in the Dover District, Morris County 
Prosecutor, and Deputy State Attorney 
General. Throughout his career, he also 
maintained a private law practice. 

In 1920, Orville married Alice Byrne, and a 
few years later they bought a home at 131 
Washington Avenue, which is where these 
ledgers lay hidden beneath floorboards for 
decades. When the kitchen was recently 
remodeled, the ledgers were found and 
donated to the library. 
   

Christine Jochem 

 
 
 




