The North Jersey Historian

Newsletter of the North Jersey History & Genealogy Center
of the Morristown & Morris Township Library

Department News

Fall gives way once more to winter, and our
department enters a quiet time before the New
Year.

One of our biggest accomplishments this year has
been updating our pages on the library’s web site.
We have added the finding aids to many archival
and manuscript collections, a full list of the
clectronic databases and digitized collections
available, an inventory of all the city directories
for New Jersey and New York in our collection,
and beginning this month, actual scanned material
from our collections.

So far, we have maps from the 7970 Atlas of Part
of Morris County, published by August H. Mueller,
with the 1868 and 1887 atlases of Morris County
coming soon under Digital Collections.

You will also find Close-Up, our pathfinders and
research guides to subjects such as genealogy,
historic preservation and New Jersey nature and
wildlife, as well as our newsletters from the past
two years. And not too much further down the
road we will be providing wvirtual exhibits, a
permanent electronic version of exhibits in the F.
M. Kirby Gallery, located on the second floor of
the library.

Thomas Nast’s
Christmas in Morristown

This month in our gallery, we are featuring a
selection  of Thomas  Nast’s  Christmas
illustrations. Thomas Nast, the father of the
American political cartoon, also created the
Victorian image of Father Christmas, still
recognized by children around the world. In fact,
although Thomas Nast was also responsible for
creating other iconic images, such as Uncle Sam,
Columbia, and the Republican elephant, he is
often remembered today for his illustrations of
Santa Claus.

The exhibit explores just how much Nast’s images
of Santa Claus were caricaturized self-portraits,
how he modeled many of the children in his
drawings after his own children, and how often
the church spires and rooftops of Morristown —
even the ornate fireplaces of 17/la Fontana — are
clearly visible in his illustrations.
Christine Jochem
Department Head


http://jfpl.org/NJHC/1910Atlas.htm
http://jfpl.org/NJHC/1910Atlas.htm
http://jfpl.org/NJHC/1910Atlas.htm
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Calendar of Events
Compiled by Cynthia Muszala

Through 12/31 — Thomas Nast Exhibit, Christmas in
Morristown will be on display in the Kirby Gallery,
2" floor, Morristown and Morris Township
Library, 1 Miller Road, Morristown, 973-538-
6161.

Through 12/31 - Stepping Out in Style: Outerwear of
the Last 150 Years is an exhibition that will treat
the visitor to a visual survey of street garments for
evening and day wear worn by the fashionable -
both adults and children - of FEurope and
America. Morris Museum Tregenza Gallery,.973-
971-3700.

Through 12/31 - Splendors of Silver at Macculloch
Hall reveals more than fifty pieces of American,

English, and French silver from its collection,
973-538-2404.

Through February 2009 - Thomas Nast and
Amer i c a0 s An Cxhilbiti of themagsst
collection of Nast drawings includes thirty
drawings, watercolors and paintings of Santa

Claus, with antique toys and decorative arts.
Macculloch Hall, 973-538-2404

www.maccullochhall.org

12/20 & 21 — Santa Claus Special. Climb aboatd a
historic diesel powered Streamliner, as it rolls
along the Whippanong Trail, the pathway
originally used by the Lenape Indians. The
Whippany Railway Museum, call 973-887-8177 or
check:

www.whippanyrailwaymuseum.org

12/8 — 12/22 - Canned Food Drive. Visitors to
Acorn Hall, who bring one or more cans or
packages of non-perishable food during this time,
will receive half off the admission price of a tour
during regular public hours. The Interfaith Food
Pantry will receive the food. Learn more, at
www.mcifp.org/index.html.

12/13/2008 - 1/25/2009 — Key Ingredients: America
by Food. This traveling Smithsonian Institution
exhibit makes its only northern New Jersey stop
at the Morris County Library. The opening
reception will run from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday,

December 13. There is no charge to attend. Call
973-267-3465 for reservations.

2/3/2009 — An Ordinary Man: Getting the Most from
Local Records.  Cheryl Turkington of the North
Jersey History and Genealogy Center will
demonstrate how careful searching of local
records may vyield an amazing trove of
information even on a person of humble origin.
Morris Area Genealogy Society. Morris County
Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue, Whippany.
Refreshments are available at 6:30 p.m.; meeting
starts at 6:45 p.m.

2/17 — Serving Suppers. 8 A talk by renowned
scholar Hasia Diner explores domestic roles of
19" century Irish Immigrant women. Morris
County Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue,
Whippany at 7 p.m. Free.

2/20/2009 O A Visit with Mr. Lincoln. Our 16th
president comes to life as Jim Getty steps on stage
in this award winning, one-man performance.
Come celebrate the 200th anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln's birth at this Friday night after
hours special. Morristown and Morris Township
Library, 7p.m. Call 973-538-6161 for details.

3/9/2009 — Catholic Sacramental Records: 1.ooking for
Family History in all the Right Places. Kathleen S.
Dodds, Archival Assistant at the Msgr. William
Noe Field Archives and Special Collections
Center, Seton Hall University, will show how to
begin and then pursue compiling a family history
by means of Catholic sacramental records such as
baptisms and marriages. Morris Area Genealogy
Society. Morris County Library, 30 East Hanover
Avenue, Whippany. Refreshments are available at
6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 6:45 p.m.
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Newly inventoried collection:

The Washington Valley Schoolhouse Association and
Washington 1 alley Home Economics Club Records

The preliminary inventory of this collection
includes meeting minutes, scrapbooks, newspaper
clippings, correspondence, membership lists, by-
laws, Treasurer’s reports, a 1926 lease,
incorporation documents, a constitution and
meeting procedures.

Not all the records were recovered at the time of
pick-up, since members of the organization
wanted to review the materials before handing
them over to us. Also, Becky Hoskins of
Fosterfields living Historical Farm has generously
volunteered to have the numerous photographs
and images of the Association scanned into their
computer. Copies of the images will be provided
to both the Washington Valley Association and to
the North Jersey History Center when the project
is completed.

Local organizations thathave recentlymade
use of our department:

The Director of Development at Family Service
of Morris County, Janet Horowitz, recently
reviewed historical records of the Fewale Charitable
Society of Morristown. Ms. Horowitz’s interest in,
and subsequent use of, our collection helped her
to create an historical timeline associating her
organization with the earliest social welfare efforts
in Morristown.

I attended the Open House of the Family Service
of Morris County in early October and was both
impressed with their exhibit and pleased that we
could help them put together such a display.

Collectionin Process:

Morris School District Records, 1851 -current
HM5 MSS MSD Rec

These records were previously housed in two
separate collections, as well as including separate
monographs cataloged as single items in the
closed stacks. I am merging all of the records,
books, documents, reports, and bulletins
published by the Morris School District into one
overarching, all-encompassing collection.  The
steps involved in this process include gathering all
the related Morris School District material,
arranging them in a logical, yet flexible sequence,
performing preservation actions when required,
and revising both the online and paper finding
aids. Needless to say, as this is a large collection,
the process is an involved undertaking. And as
the school district remains an active institution in
the community, the subsequent accession of its

material into the NJHC collection will continue.

The above photograph is from the 1939-1940
PTA scrapbook. Miss Mildred Lewis, Principal, is
seated second from right.

Mary McMahon Dawson
Arehivist
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New Acquisitions

Robinson, Patricia. The New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail. Plexus, 2007.
Covering 275 miles of coastal New Jersey, the Coastal Heritage Trail
includes more than 50 natural and historic sites. This guide includes
descriptions, directions, history and trivia as well as full color photographs
and ideas for outdoor activities.

Solem-Stull, Barbara. Ghost Towns and Other Quirky Places in the New Jersey
Pine Barrens. Plexus, 2005.

Dozens of sites and ghost towns in New Jersey’s Pinelands arose around
the iron, glass, cranberry and paper industries, and many are abandoned
today. The guide includes photographs (both historical and contemporary),
driving directions, and walking tours.

Rockland, Michael Aaron. The George Washington Bridge: Poetry in Steel.
Rivergate Books, 2008.

This is a tribute to the structure, which opened in 1931 linking New York
City and New Jersey, that has become an iconic American image.
Rockland explores its history, architecture and engineering as well as its
place in popular culture and the arts. Everything from accidents on the
bridge to the author’s own adventures on the bridge is explored. Many
historical photographs are included.

g e oon | Adler, John with Draper Hill.  Doomed by Cartoon: How Cartoonist Thomas

i 2 Nast and The New York Times Brought Down Boss Tweed and His Ring of
Thieves. 2008.
The narrative utilizing text and over 100 cartoons by Nast from the pages
of Har p er &l& theMeredf theyBoss Tweed political ring of New
York City and its eventual downfall in the 19" century.

Veit, Richard F. and Mark Nonestied. New Jersey Cemeteries and Tombstones: o
History in the Landscape. Rivergate Books, 2008. CEMEL 2Lz
A cultural history of historic New Jersey cemeteries covers over 400 years. :
Presented chronologically, the study spans the entire state and explores
different traditions of gravestone construction and cultural practices.

Steneck, Margaret L. The Friends Meeting House and Quaker Cemetery of Randolph Township,
New Jersey. 2008.

A chronology of the Meeting House from the 1730s until the present day includes maps
and photographs.

Jinz Collins
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RecentAcquisitions
of Particular Note

Mt. Kemble Farm

A hand-colored photograph of Mount Kemble
Farm, owned by Mr. & Mrs. William P. Jenks
during the latter 19"~ early 20" century, was
donated by Linda Brook-Baxter of Harmony,
RI.  This photo is significant because it
provides a clear, unobstructed view of the
house before it was destroyed by fire in 1921.

The property, just north of Glen Alpin on Mt.
Kemble Avenue, is now part of Morristown
National Historical Park — Jockey Hollow.

(4

William Munro Force
(1817 - 1891)

Two day books of William Munro Force from
the 1830s-1860s were recently acquired.
These day books, or account ledgers as we
would call them today, record the transactions
of William Force’s business in Flanders NJ.

Force was born in 1817 in Flanders NJ, a
descendent of the families who settled
Flanders in 1700. At an early age, he was
taken to live in Philadelphia, where he
received his education. He returned about
1834 to teach in the school district, but he

also farmed, and by the time he was 21, he
owned one of the largest farms in Morris
County.  Throughout the 1830s - 1860s,
William Force also ran a combination general
store, mill,  blacksmith’s  shop, and
wheelwright’s shop and quickly became a
prominent member of the community. In
1850, he was elected Secretary of the Board of
Trustees of Succasunna United Methodist
Church, and he accepted the position of Clerk
of the New Jersey Supreme Court, a position
he held until 1857.

Force’s appointment to the Supreme Court
necessitated a2 move to Trenton, where he
remained for 12 years. With family and
managers looking after his farm and shop in
Flanders, Force became active in business and
politics, serving as Treasurer of the City of
Trenton from 1858-1859, and incorporating
the Trenton Horse Railroad Company, a horse-
drawn trolley system that transported
passengers from the train station to state
government offices.

In 1862, Force joined the firm of L.C. Moor &
Company, New York City, distributors of flax-
and linseed-oil, and moved to Newark, where
he lived until his death in 1891.

William Force was elected one of the first
Officers of the Newark Board of Trade; he
served on the Board of Managers of the
Geological Survey of New Jersey; he was one
of the founders of the New Jersey State
Agricultural Society, for whom he served as
Secretary for 34 years, resigning only months
before his death, and he became a member of
the East Jersey Proprietors. Census records
for the 1860s-1890s reveal an ambitious man
who had amassed great wealth: while most
citizens enumerated in the census schedules
list assets — when they had any — in the
hundreds of dollars, Force’s estate was valued
in hundred’s of thousands.

of Note continued on page 6
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of Note continued from page 5

We have been fortunate to acquire these day
books, which provide a window into Force’s
life in rural Morris County before he became
one of 19" century New Jersey’s prominent
businessmen.

Ships in Harbour, a book of poems
by David Morton
(1886-1957)

This book, containing the poem The Town (For
Morristown, N.J.), was donated by our Friends
of the Library.

Though largely unknown or forgotten, David
Morton was one of the most respected
American poets in the first half of the 20"
century. Born in Kentucky in 1886, Morton
attended public schools and Vanderbilt
University. After working as a journalist for
several Louisville, KY, newspapers, Morton
turned to teaching and in 1918 was hired to
teach English and history at Morristown High
School. During the six years he lived in
Morristown, he taught and coached sports at
the high school, wrote and lectured on poetry,
and published his own work, for which he won
numerous notable awards.

In 1924 Morton became professor of English
at Amherst College and stayed there until 1945,
when he became poet-in-residence at Deerfield
Academy, Deerfield, Massachusetts, for a few
years. He later taught English in the overseas
branch of the American International College
in the Azores until poor health brought him
back to New Jersey, where his sister, Mary, and
her husband, Clyde Allen, also a teacher at
Morristown High School, lived on James
Street.  Morton eventually moved to Pine
Acres Nursing Home in Madison, and died in
1957.

Ships in Harbour was the first of seventeen
books Morton published, which include
anthologies, poetry and prose.

Watercolor painting of
Madison Public Library, now the
Museum of Early Trades and Crafts,
by Lucille Hobbie

Donated by Jane Peterson Ellis, in memory of
her mother, Helen Marchese Peterson.

In 1948, Helen Marchese Peterson, a reporter
covering the Morris County area for the
Newark  Evening News, became friends with
Frances Alter Boyle, director of the Madison
Public Library. Helen admired the Madison
Public Library so much that Frances Boyle
gave her this painting of the library.

When Helen married, she and her husband
moved to New England and hung the
painting in the hall of their Victorian-era
home. When they left the house, they gave the
painting to their daughter, Jane Peterson Ellis.

Feeling strongly that the painting should come
back to New Jersey, Jane donated the painting
to the North Jersey History Center earlier this
year.

Christine Jochem
Department Head
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Intimesof troubl eé

Today’s stressful economic climate brings to mind an
carlier era in our history when hard times and financial
instability became the norm for too many American
citizens. The Great Depression that descended across
our nation and much of the industrial world during the
1930s brought suffering to those already made
vulnerable by misfortune and fear to those who
watched their safety net of steady employment
unravel. How did Morristown fare during these
difficult years? Here in the North Jersey History
Center, we dug up a few clues that highlight the
community’s tresponse to the crisis and the ensuing
years.

“Nothing to be alarmed about,” reported The Daily
Record on October 22, 1929, two days before Black
Thursday when the New York Stock Exchange
witnessed the start of a wild panic created by rapidly-
plummeting stock prices. The following week brought
Black Monday and Black Tuesday and a stock market
crash heard around the world. Headlines like, “Panic
On Wall St. Averted,” and “Industrial Heads To End
Depression,” would soon be replaced by reports of
relief committee work and expanding job programs
for the rising number of unemployed and needy
residents. In 1931, Mayor Clyde Potts proclaimed this,
“a time that calls for patience and fortitude with the
certain knowledge that better days are ahead.”
However he did not wait for the world to right itself,
but set up the Office for Unemployment Relief as
winter approached. Job hunters descended upon the
tiny office on Speedwell Avenue before doors opened,
and by the end of the first day 75 individuals had filed
applications for assistance. The number of applicants
swelled to more than 200 in only a few days. With
towns overwhelmed by the demand for aid, a county-
wide welfare board, created with state and local funds,
streamlined local government assistance programs to
maximize efficiency.

As the jobless rate soared in Morristown, retail
businesses lost customers, and the few light industries
foundered. Wealthy residents could no longer fund
the extravagant lifestyle that had brought so much
commerce to town. The building boom of the 1920s
tizzled, replaced by record number of foreclosures.
One of the few bright spots in the local economy was
the New Jersey Bell Telephone Company. During the
years of the depression, the company repeatedly
expanded both its Morristown facilities and its
workforce.

Throughout the decade of the 1930s, Morristown and
Mortris Township spent increasing amounts of money
on direct aid to its citizens. These programs, vatiously
titled Emergency Relief, Unemployment Relief and
Dependency Relief, all aimed to alleviate the hardships
experienced by townspeople battered by the collapse
of the nation’s economy. Local governments financed
programs by cutting municipal workers’ and teachers’
salaries, reducing the police force and city services, and
occasionally raising taxes. By 1932 with 600 people
seeking employment, Morristown—abetted by the
county organization--planned to pay its unskilled
laborers 42 cents per hour, with a maximum of 18
dollars per week allowed and its skilled workers 57
cents per hour with a maximum of 25 dollars per
week. Another 367 families, representing almost 1,500
individuals, would receive dependency relief in the
form of groceries and coal or wood to heat their
homes. President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal
programs, begun in 1933, were designed to bring
immediate aid to the populace and speed the country’s
long-term economic recovery. In Morristown the
Works Progress Administration [WPA] and two
Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC| camps located in
town relieved some of the government’s financial
burden. Despite complaints that certain individuals
were exploiting the system with “languid leaf-raking
and uninspired pick and shovel work,” the sum of
public improvements benefitted every town in the
county.

The federal government’s New Deal programs helped
ease the public’s suffering and reduce financial woes.
However it was the great, calamitous conflict that
became known as World War II that precipitated real
change. Readying the country for war finally brought
an end to the economic lethargy that plagued the
nation. Mobilizing business and industry to provide
for the military’s wartime needs boosted productivity
and put millions of Americans back to work. At long
last, Motristown and the United States walked down
the road to recovery.

For oral histories that include residents’ unique
recollections of their experiences during this period,
local photographs from the era and other materials
that provide information about our community and

the Great Depression, please ask a librarian at the
desk.

Cheryl Turkington
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Shopat the Library

Throughout the year the History Center sells a variety
of books, calendars and postcards on state and local
history. Profits from the sale of these items support
the library.

Postcards of Morristown by Pam |
Hasegawa...... 50¢/each |

- New Jersey: A 25-year
Photographic Retrospective
[signed copy]

RSEX:

20% off regular retail price of

Hunterdon:
A Celebration
of Communities

20% off regular retail price

The Somerset Hills: New Jersey Conntry Houses

Volume 1 Volume 11
THE THE
SOMERSET SOMERSET

HILLS

Prices include tax but do not include shipping.

Contact Us:

The Morristown & Morris Township Library
North Jersey History & Genealogy Center
One Miller Road

Morristown, NJ 07960

973-538-3473

Web Site:
http:/ /www.morristownmorristwplibrary.info

Visit Us:

Library & History Center hours:

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00-9:00

Friday: 9:00-6:00

Saturday: 9:30-5:00

Sat. (July/Aug.): 10:00-2:00

Sunday: 1:00-5:00
Fall 208

Volume 3 Number 4

The North Jersey Historian is published quarterly.
Annette Tyler, Editor

Contributors:

Christine Jochem, Department Head

Mary McMahon Dawson, Archivist

Cheryl Turkington, Assistant Archivist
Cynthia Muszala, Asst. Librarian — Research
Jim Collins, Librarian — Cataloging
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