
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department News 
 

ummer is our busiest time, with 
researchers arriving from 
across the country and things 
happening faster than I can 
record them. The following are 
just a few new developments. 
 
The Morris Area Genealogy 
Society Indexers Group 
recently completed two name 
indices for books in our 

collection:  Mount Olive, by Rita Hilbert, and 
Madison, by John Cunningham, part of Arcadia 
Publishing Companyõs Images of America series. 
These indices list hundreds of individual and 
family names that appear in these books. 
 
The Indexers Group, a highly dedicated group of 
genealogists, has been indexing books from our 
collection for over ten years. They got their start 
in 1996, in response to the need for indices to 
many 19th century genealogies and county 
histories. To date, their efforts have yielded 
indices to cemetery interments, family Bible 
records, marriages and newspapers, to name just a 
few. 
 
Jim Collins, our cataloger, has been adding these 
indices to the bibliographic record. When 
searching for a book in our online catalog, look 
for the note field (see below in red type). This 
indicates our copy has an index. 
 

Madison, John T. Cunningham 
Holdings  Copies Location 
Morristown/Morris 1 Local History 
Township Library 
HM2 Madi Cun  Reference Book 
   Note: Index Inserted 
 
You may view more indices on the 
Morris Area Genealogy Societyõs website:       
http://www.rootsweb.com/~njmags . 

 
HeritageQuest, the genealogical and local history 
database, is now available to view from your home 
computer. Go to Research from Home on our library 
web site, and click on Custom Search: Choose your 
Databases. In the left column, you will find 
HeritageQuest under Genealogy, along with a link 
to the Church of Latter Day Saintsõ web site, 
FamilySearch. 
 
ProQuest, the parent company of Ancestry 
Library Edition and HeritageQuest has announced 
an agreement with the American Antiquarian 
Society of Worcester MA, to make thousands of 
North American genealogies in the Societyõs 
collections available online. For more than 200 
years the American Antiquarian Society has been 
collecting material on family lineages and 
American history for the period spanning 1640-
1876. ProQuest anticipates this material will be 
available on HeritageQuest by the end of the year. 
 
Google Books was recently launched by Google, 
and it is turning out to be a great tool for 
researchers. By entering a regular search term, 
book titles will come up that include that search 
term in the title, author, or text. Each hit includes 
bibliographic information, lists of bookstores 
where you can buy an item, libraries that own the 
book, and scholarly sources that cite it. 
 
Clicking on the title or book icon will take you 
directly to one of four viewing options. Material 
still in copyright may offer a limited preview, what 
Google calls a Snippit view (a section of a page 
with the search term), or no view. But books in 
the public domain are available in full text. You 
may even download the book onto your computer 
to read anytime you want ð or even print out. 
 
A quick search for genealogy books gave me 
almost 34,000 full-text, searchable titles. Classics 
like Littellõs First Settlers of the Passaic Valley and 
Paineõs Th: Nast: His Period and His Pictures are now 
just a click away. 

Christine Jochem 
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Calendar of Events 
Compiled by Marilyn Stearns 

 
For locations see 

Local History and Genealogy Societies hand-out. 
 
Treasures from the Morris County Historical Society 
is an exhibit showcasing highlights from the 
societyõs collection.  Acorn Hall, 973-267-
3465 
 
Boonton: the Early Years is a permanent exhibit 
of the history of Boonton from 1741 to 1903, 
chronicled in a timeline with photographs, 
text and artifacts at the John Taylor Building, 
210 Main Street, Boonton, Saturday, 1:00 p.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. or by appointment. Call 973-402-
8840. 
 
Musical Machines and Living Dolls: Mechanical 
Musical Instruments and Automata from the 
Murtogh D. Guinness Collection.  This permanent 
exhibit of 60 objects of the large collection 
includes live demonstrations on Tuesday to 
Friday at 3:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
at 2:00 p.m.  Morris Museum, 973-971-3700 
 
Through August 19 - Going Places is an exhibit 
on eighteenth and nineteenth century travel at 
Macculloch Hall.  The show will examine the 
reasons people traveled, the difficulties they 
faced, and how the evolution of 
transportation expanded travel opportunities.  
A special section features the history of the 
Jersey Shore as a travel destination over three 
centuries. 973-538-2404 
 
Through August 24 - Building the Building:  
Elements of Style  at the Museum of Early 
Trades & Crafts, which  was built in 1899 as 
Madisonõs first library. The exhibit will 
explore some of the òwhosó and òhowsó of 
the crafting and decorating of the the ornate 
Richardsonian Romanesque Revival building, 
9 Main Street, Madison.  Phone 973-377-2982 
for hours. 
 
 

 
Through September - The Splendors of Silver is 
an exhibit at Macculloch Hall, which shows 
how silver played a significant function in 
society for many centuries. More than 50 
pieces of American, English and French silver 
are on display.  973-538-2404 
 
Through September - Thomas Nast and the 
Public School System is an exhibit at Macculloch 
Hall.  Nast was very interested in public 
school education; his cartoons illustrated his 
belief that the public school system was an 
important foundation of the United States. 
 
7/21 - Tours @ Ten: Historic Churches of 
Morristown. Reservations are required; tickets 
are $10.00. Call the Morris County Visitors 
Center at 973-631-5151 to make reservations.  
 
7/28 - Tours @ Ten: Morristown Walking Tour. 
Reservations are required; tickets are $10.00.  
Call the Morris County Visitors Center at 973-
631-5151 to make reservations.  
 
7/29 - Old Fashioned Fun Day at Acorn Hall. 
Enjoy a day of family fun including. special 
kid tours of Acorn Hall, games on the lawn, 
Victorian dress up, tea and cookies, and a 
take-home craft. Regular admission prices 
apply.   973-267-3465 
 
8/3 - Tours @ Ten: Morris County Court House 
and the Trial of Antoine LeBlanc.  Reservations 
are required; tickets are $10.00. Call the 
Morris County Visitors Center at 973-631-
5151 to make reservations.  
 
8/4 - Lake Hopatcongõs Mine Connection. A 
special tour of the Sterling Hill Mine, at 2:00 
p.m., is conducted by the Lake Hopatcong 
Historical Society. 973-398-2616 
 
8/6 - Garden State Postcard Club Meeting, 
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Long Hill Senior 
Citizen Center, Gillette 
 
Events, continued on page 6 
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The Bibliophile 

Local History in Unlikely Places 
 

Tucked into book and manuscript donations, we 
often discover small items that can prove more 
interesting or of more historic significance than 
the intended gift.   One such item surfaced 
recently. 
 
Contrary to its title, this 32-page pamphlet is not 
about a little red school 
house; it is a statement on 
the importance of a public 
school education if we are 
to have a strong and stable 
government, followed by 
brief biographical sketches 
of sixty pioneering men and 
women who built our 
nation.  The pamphlet was 
published in 1908 by the 
Joseph Dixon Crucible 
Company of Jersey City, 
leaving me to wonder what 
crucibles had to do with 
public schools. 
 
Crucibles are    cup-shaped 
vessels designed to with-
stand  intense heat when 
melting minerals or metals, 
and they were the basis for 
the business founded in 
1827 by Joseph Dixon of 
Salem, MA. 
 
Dixon also manufactured foundry facings, brake 
linings, non-corrosive paint, and stove polish. 
Graphite, the material used in these products, led 
Dixon to experiment with graphite and refine a 
technique developed in 1795 by the French 
chemist, Nicholas Jacques Conté, to make pencils. 
  
To make his first pencils, Dixon mixed graphite 
with clay and water, rolled it out and cut it into 
strips which he baked in his mother=s oven. These 
strips of baked graphite were then pressed into 
narrow pieces of grooved cedarwood. Dixon=s 
pencils did not immediately catch on, but he 
persevered and worked on streamlining the 
 
 

 
 
process of manufacturing them.  In the meantime, 
Dixon=s heat-resistant crucibles, used during the 
Mexican-American War in the production of iron 
and steel (1846-1848), were so successful he built 
another factory in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
 
Through the middle of the 19th century, people 
were still writing primarily with quill pens and ink.  
With the outbreak of the Civil War, there was a 
need for writing tools that were cleaner and more 

portable than pens and 
bottles of ink. Joseph 
Dixon, who had spent the 
previous 35 years 
experimenting with and 
refining the process of 
making graphite pencils, 
became the first to 
automate pencil manu-
facturing.   Although Dixon 
died in 1869, the Dixon 
Crucible Company became 
the world=s largest 
manufacturer of pencils, 
capable of producing 
86,000 pencils a day. 
 
To promote their products, 
the company offered free 
items to public school 
teachers, including pencils 
and educational pamphlets 
like our Little Red School 
House. 

 
Their marketing plan worked.  The Joseph Dixon 
Crucible Company has prospered into the 21st 
century.  In 1982, they merged with the Bryn 
Mawr Corporation, a transportation and real estate 
company from Pennsylvania dating back to 1795, 
forming the Dixon Ticonderoga Company, named 
after Joseph Dixon and the company=s oldest 
brand-name pencil.  And they still donate their 
products to teachers for students who cannot 
afford school supplies. 

 
  Christine Jochem 
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New Acquisitions 
 

This is a sampling of some of the books recently purchased for the North Jersey History & Genealogy 
Center.  For a complete list, please see the New Acquisitions list, along with the most recent items, on our New 
Acquisitions cart in the reading room. 
 

H2 
Harr 

Harrison, Charles H.  Tending the Garden State:  Preserving Agriculture in New Jersey.  Rivergate Books, 2006. 
An agricultural history of the Garden State focuses on contemporary efforts to preserve New Jersey 
agriculture with innovative techniques and methods of conservation. 

H728.31 
Her 

Herman, Bernard L.  Town House: Architecture and Material Life in the Early American City, 1780-1830.  University 
of North Carolina Press, 2005. 
Illustrated history of urban dwelling in early America in which domestic housing from New Hampshire to 
South Carolina is examined as well as the antecedent homes built in English cities and towns. 

H3So5 
Warr 
Sie 

Siegel, Alan A.  Warren A to Z:  An Entertaining Guidebook to the 275 Year History of Warren Township, New Jersey.  
Universe, 2006. 
This guide to the Somerset County community describes the people, history, buildings, events and political 
movements of the town and includes dozens of photographs. 

H2 
Thom 

Porris, Gerry Harder and Poriss, Ralph G.  While My Country is in Danger: The Life and Letters of Lieutenant 
Colonel Richard S. Thompson, 12th New Jersey Volunteers.  Edmonston Publishing, 1994. 
The story told primarily through the letters and diary entries of a Civil War soldier from Cape May County, 
N.J. details what a mid-level officer experienced during the war. 

H720.92 
Linde 

Domestic Architecture of H.T. Lindeberg. Acanthus Press, 2003. 
Photograph collection of the homes designed by H.T. Lindeberg (1879-1959), one of the most prominent 
20th century American domestic architects.  He was born in New Jersey and trained with the firm of McKim, 
Mead and White 

H720.92 
Car 

Carrere and Hastings Architects.  Acanthus Press, 2006. 
A two volume monograph depicts the complete works of the New York architectural firm that designed 
buildings of Beaux-Arts elegance in Americaõs largest cities.  Restored period photographs and text including 
biographies and project profiles are included as well as a complete catalog of works and commissions 

H2 
Rose 

Rosenfeld, Lucy D. & Harrison, Marina.  History Walks in New Jersey.  Rivergate Books, 2006. 
A guidebook to 48 sites, which are ideal for historical walks, includes directions, tour information, history and 
suggestions for additional places to see in the vicinity.  

H2 
Burg 

Burger, Joanna. Whispers in the Pines.  Rivergate Books, 2006. 
An exploration of the different habitats of the pinelands of the northeast from New York to Florida, with 
emphasis on New Jersey.  Burger writes about the unique animals and birds as well as the geologic and 
historic background of the region.  The conflict between preservation and development and the impact of 
human life on these natural areas are also examined. 

HM1 
Lake 
LHYC  

A Century of Summers: The Lake Hopatcong Yacht Clubõs First Hundred Years.Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club, 2004. 
This documentation of summer life at the Yacht Club and on New Jerseyõs largest lake includes hundreds of 
photographs and text detailing the history of the club. 

H3E5 
Newa 
Lam 

Lampros, Angelique. Remembering Newarkõs Greeks: An American Odyssey. Donning Company, 2006. 
This volume documents the history of the Greek immigrant experience in Newark during the early 20th 
century. 

Jim Collins 
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Acquisitions of Particular Note 
 
Among the many gifts we receive from 
authors, artists, researchers and collectors, are 
the following items: 
 
Two original drawings by Thomas Nast were 
donated by Alice Caulkins on May 23, 2007.  
These drawings, done around 1890, are small 
portraits of Nastõs two daughters: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mabel Nast, born 1871 in Morristown, and 
Julia Nast, born 1862 in New York City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This may have been one of the last portraits 
Nast drew of Julia before her death in 1899. 

 
The small size of these drawings (roughly 2" x 

3") and the loose, informal style, so different 
from Thomas Nastõs formal paintings or 
political cartoons, represent another side to 
his work - one that was usually reserved for 
family portraits and his Christmas drawings. 
These drawings are currently being cleaned, 
mounted and matted for framing at our 
conservatorõs studio. 
 
The Friends of the Library donated the 
lithograph, pictured below, by Patricia Malkin 
on May 24, 2007. 

 
Patricia Malkin, creator of the lithograph, was 
a friend of numerous staff members and 
volunteers at Fosterfields in Morris Township. 
 

Corn Crib, Fosterfields 
 

Corn crib is a companion piece to another 
lithograph of the icehouse, both outbuildings 
on the Fosterfields property. They may have 
been intended as part of a series to be 
produced as note cards that would then be 
sold through the Friends of Fosterfields and 
Cooper Mill as a fund raiser for both sites, but 
for whatever reason, the project was never 
completed. 

 
Corn Crib, and presumably Ice House, were 
created sometime in the 1990s.  Our copy of 
this lithograph arrived in a box of book 
donations beautifully matted, framed and 
ready to hang. 
 
Acquisitions, continued on page 8 

  

 

 


