
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department News 
 

Earlier this year I was asked to 

speak at a nearby community center. 
 
“We want you to do a program on how to do 

our genealogy,” 
the program 
director told 
me. 
 

“How much 
time do I 
have?” I asked. 
 
“About 45-50 
minutes,” she 
responded. 
 

When I told her it isn’t possible to teach 
anyone how to do their genealogy in so little 
time, my words fell on deaf ears, and I knew 
she wouldn’t take “no” for an answer.  This 
happens often enough that I have a program I 
trot out, which explains how to begin with 
family records before coming in to our 
department. 
 
On the day of my talk, I hauled my cart of 
materials into the community center and set 
up my handouts and sample material.  My 
audience was polite while I talked about 
beginning their genealogy by gathering 
information from family sources at home.  A 
few drifted off when I started talking about 
what our department has in our collection.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But by the time I was about to explain HOW 
to use some of these sources, they were just 
plain fidgeting.  One woman interrupted me 
to declare, “I thought you were going to tell 
us how to do our genealogy.”  and without 
skipping a beat, launched into a description of 
a free web site called HeritageQuest “where 
all you have to do is type in your family 
name.” 
 
We would all like to believe that everything 
we need to do our research will be found 
online, that it will be accurate, and it will all be 
free.  Unfortunately, we haven’t yet reached 
that goal.  Richard Eastman, the mastermind 
behind Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter, 
estimates that only 2% of the material useful 
or necessary for genealogical research is 
available online, and much of that is on 
databases that are definitely not free! 
 
Elizabeth Correll, daughter of Lisa and Tim 
Cox, members of the California Genealogical 
Society, designed a wonderful poster titled 
Internet Genealogy – It’s Just the Tip of the Iceberg 
(www.calgensoc.org/) to remind us that much 
of our research still has to be done the “old-
fashioned way” in libraries, archives, and 
courthouses. 
 
We welcome you to use our resources, which 
include live librarians and internet databases 
such as HeritageQuest. We are generally open 
seven days a week (holidays and weather 
permitting). Please call us if you have any 
questions. 
 

Christine Jochem, Department Head 
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Calendar of Events 

Compiled by Cynthia Muszala 

 
Through 8/31 – Flowers in Art.  The exhibit 
focuses on floral art from the mid 18th to the early 
20th century.  For information, call 973-538-2404 
or see www.maccullochhall.org 
 
Through 10/31 – Caroline’s Couture: A Style All Her 
Own.  The clothing and accessories on exhibit 
were selected to shed light on the personality and 
style of Caroline Foster, former owner of 
Fosterfields.  For details, call 973-326-7645 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 
Through 12/1 – Food for Thought:  Food and Cooking 
in Colonial America.  Discover what a typical early 
American meal consisted of and how it was made, 
at the Museum of Early Trades and Crafts, 
Madison.  Call 973-377-2982 or see www.metc.org 
 
Through 4/2010 – 100 Years: Always New.  
Explore the Newark Museum’s 100 year evolution 
from two galleries at the top of the Newark Free 
Public Library to an eight-building campus and 
the largest art institution in the state.  For 
information, call 973-598-6550 or check 
www.newarkmuseum.org 
 
5/30 – Second Annual Yard Sale.  The sale will take 
place on the front lawn of Acorn Hall from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Books, records, clothing and a 
variety of other items will be available.  A special 
section will be dedicated to vintage jewelry.  NO 
EARLY BIRDS!  Call 973-267-3465 or visit 
www.acornhall.org 
 
5/30 through 8/15 – Tours @ 10.  Meet on 
Saturday mornings at the Morris County Tourism 
Board, 6 Court Street, Morristown.  Start with 
Secret Lives and Lore of Morristown on 5/30 and 
finish with Morristown’s Jewel:  The Green on 8/15.  
Reservations required.  Call 973-631-5151 or see 
www.morristourism.org 
 
6/6 – “Explore the Farm” - Wagon Ride.  Enjoy an 
interpretive horse-drawn wagon ride, while 
discovering the importance of sustainable farming.  
Fosterfields, 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Please call, 973-
326-7645 or see www.morrisparks.net 
 
 
 

 
6/6 – On the Move:  Transportation Day at Fosterfields.  
Visit the Carriage House, and learn about 
harnessing and hitching a horse to a carriage.  
Hop on board an antique auto for a fun ride 
through the farm!  See an exhibit on the history of 
the bicycle. 1:00 - 3:30 p.m. For information, call 
973-326-7645. 
 
6/6 – House Tours – 11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  The 
self-guided tour starts at the Boonton Museum, 
210 Main Street.  Refreshments served from 10:30 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Tickets are $20.00 and “Bring-
a-Friend Discounts” are offered.  Call 973-316-
0976 or visit www.boonton.org 

 
6/6 – General William Winds - Lecture and Cemetery 
Tour.  Come and learn about Morris County’s only 
Revolutionary War general.  Local Historian Don 
Kiddoo will present a lecture, and Rob Nichols 
will give a tour of the cemetery at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Rockaway.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  The program is free 
of charge.  Donations will be accepted to support 
the Rockaway Food Closet, 2:00 p.m.  For 
additional information call 973-267-3465 or visit 
www.acornhall.org 

 
6/7 – Out of the Closet:  An Art Collection Revealed.  
Morris County Historical Society Curator Debra 
Westmoreland and MCHS intern Mary Hauser 
Kropa will present an informative look at the 
Society’s art collection currently on view in the 
exhibit gallery.  They will discuss the history and 
recent restoration work of several of the pieces.  
Call 973-267-3465 or visit www.acornhall.org 
 
6/7, 7/5, & 8/2 – Garden State Postcard Club 
Meeting will be held at the Long Hill Senior 
Citizen Center, 769 Valley Road, Gillette.  11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

6/13 –Ledgewood’s Morris Canal Inclined Planes.  Led 
by Joe Macasek, tour the inclined plane, including 
recently completed restoration work, a walk along 
the canal tow-path, and visit an iron mine.  For 
additional information, call 973-285-6542. 
 

6/13 – Revolutionary Ramble.  Experience history on 
a 12, 25, 40 or 62 mile bicycle ride along scenic 
routes with historic surprises.  Contact 973-267-
5374 or see www.morristourism.org 

 
Events continued on page 7.
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Thank You to Our 2008 Donors 
 

We are grateful to the many individuals and organizations that made donations to the North 

Jersey History & Genealogy Center in 2008.  Through your gifts of books, documents, 

photographs, etc., as well as financial support, you have contributed to making the North Jersey 

History & Genealogy Center one of the finest research collections in New Jersey. 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beegle 

Bernards Township Library 

Linda Brook-Baxter 

Alice Caulkins 

The Community Theatre 

Timothy Cutler 

Drew University 

Faith W. Eckler 

Peter F. Eld 

Jane Peterson Ellis 

Friends of the Morristown & Morris 

Township Library 

Dan Frost 

Virginia Gebauer 

Maureen Gilmartin 

Bob Golon 

James & Mary Grabow 

Ruth Grimm 

Melba Guard 

Landmark Commission of Hanover Township 

Marion O. Harris 

Suzanne L. Hawes 

L. Paul Hennefeld 

Ken & Candy Hoffman 

J.G. Holdsworth 

Rebecca Hoskins 

Independent Hose Company 

Richard Irwin 

 

Mrs. Isabella Kelley 

Madison Public Library 

Tom Marks, Fine Art & Antiques 

Lee McKnight 

Bernie Menkes 

Charles Moore 

Thomas Moore 

Morris County Heritage Commission 

Morris County Library 

Morris County Planning Department 

Morris County Trust for Historic Preservation 

Town of Morristown, Finance Dept. 

Dan & MaryClaire Myers 

NJ Society of Mayflower Descendants 

Peter Olin 

Gary Pruviance 

David J. Riley 

Phyllis B. Roth 

Maryann L. Shannon 

Scott Shepherd 

John M. Shiels 

Nancy Spencer 

David K. Taylor 

Annette Tyler 

Judith Weinstein 

Gloria and Russell Whitehead, Jr. 

Dudley Woodbridge 
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Archivist’s journAl, Winter 2009 
 

Collections Recently Processed 
 
Morris School District Records, 1851-2009. 
HM5 Mss MSD Rec 
 
The Morris School District records contain 
over one hundred years worth of material 
related to the educational systems, school 
personnel and students of the Morristown, 
New Jersey area.  While this collection is not a 
complete accounting of records created by the 
historically separate Morristown and Morris 
Township school districts, or of the modern 
Morris School District, it does fairly represent 
the history of schooling in Morristown.  The 
records include administrative reports, 
minutes, budgets, office files, memorandum, 
correspondence and scrapbooks, newsletters, 
guides and calendars, policy manuals, 
graduation programs, newspaper articles and 
publications, photographs, ephemera, audio-
visual material and artifacts. 
 
 
Hopping Family of Hanover, Papers, 
1820-1940.  H929 Mss Hopping 
 
Photographs of Hopping house and Hopping 
family members from Hanover Township, 
New Jersey. Genealogy, postcards and other 
ephemeral items are included. 
 
 
Howell, George W. Correspondence, 1856-
1960.  H929 Mss Howell 
 
This is a collection of personal 
correspondence between New Jersey Normal 
School student, George W. Howell, and his 
family.  The letters recount the daily life on 
the Howell farm in Littleton, New Jersey and 
a student's life at the New Jersey Normal 
School in Trenton. 

 
 

Of Recent Interest 
 
While converting the George W. Howell 
Correspondence Finding Aid from a paper 
based document into an encoded online 
finding aid, I found a wonderful description 
(always a nice surprise for an 
archivist/historian!) of current events in 
Morristown in 1848.  Perhaps not so 
surprisingly, residents from 151 years ago 
were dealing with the exact same issues that 
we deal with today: specifically, development 
and immigrant labor.  
 
George Howell’s father, Edward, owned 
property on Hill Street in Morristown, 
property that eventually abutted the Morris & 
Essex Railroad extension to Dover.  In a letter 
to his brother-in-law, dated July of 1848, 
Edward wrote: 
 
My time is and has been occupied even to crowding it 
with business.  I have for four years had to make the 
appeasement of this township which occupies 
considerable time and attention.  The extension of the 
Rail road from Morristown to Dover passes directly 
across my place and in a few rods of my house.  There 
has been a Shanty for more than a year in which there 
have been from 30 to 100 or more Irishmen and a 
stable accommodating 35 or 60 horses.  I have had to 
supply them with wood since they first came and that 
has been a large amount.  They have made a market 
for my hay, potatoes, butter, eggs, milk, etc. and 
though they have behaved remarkably well for such a 
number of men together yet it has given me much 
business to watch them to prevent mischief.  The road 
is just completed and I have been today on the cars to 
Dover with some 800 or 1000 people on the occasion 
of first opening the road. 
 
To paraphrase (perhaps poorly) Shakespeare: 
There’s nothing new under the sun. 
 

Mary McMahon Dawson 

 
 

http://jfpl.org/HCFindingAids/MSD3.xml
http://jfpl.org/HCFindingAids/Hopping.xml
http://jfpl.org/HCFindingAids/Hopping.xml
http://jfpl.org/HCFindingAids/Howell.xml
http://jfpl.org/HCFindingAids/Howell.xml
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New Acquisitions 

H3U5 
Plai 
Pla 

 
Grady, John and Dorothe Pollard. Plainfield, New Jersey’s 
History and Architecture. Schiffer, 2008. 
Combining historical and contemporary photos with 
annotations and captions, the authors explore the 
history, architecture and social life of this historic city. 

 
H3B1 
Rev 

 
The Revolutionary War in Bergen County. Edited by Carol Karels. 
History Press, 2007. 
This is a series of essays documenting the rich history of the 
Revolutionary period in Bergen County in northeastern New 
Jersey.  Historical images and maps as well as contemporary 
photos of historic sites and memorials are included in a book 
that describes the “hidden history” of the Revolution in a county 
that is now built-up, but includes dozens of important historic 
locations. 
 

H2 
Hei 

 
 
 
Heide, Robert and John Gilman. Backroads of New Jersey. 
Voyageur Press, 2007. 
This beautifully illustrated guide to some of the state’s richest 
natural, historic and unusual locations features areas all 
mapped out using back roads to get from place to place. 
 
 

 

H2 
Bia 

 
 
Bianculli, Anthony J. Iron Rails in the Garden State.  Indiana 
University Press, 2008. 
 
A collection of historical vignettes documents the history of 
railroading in New Jersey from the 19th century to the present. 
 
   

Jim Collins 
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Digging Deeper … Census Records 
 

If you think you’ve finished searching 

through census records for your 

ancestors……..well, not so fast.  There is 

another type of federal census record that is 

often overlooked but can yield results.  

Generally referred to as federal non-

population census schedules, below is a 

brief refresher on the types of schedules 

available here in our department. 

 

NJ Agricultural Census Schedules, 1850 -

1880 

If you had an ancestor who was a farmer, the 

agricultural schedules may provide in-depth 

information about his land and acreage, 

livestock, type and items produced on the 

farm, laborers employed, income from the 

farm, etc.  In 1850 a resident only had to 

produce $100 worth of goods per year to be 

included in this census; by 1870 it was $500.  

 

NJ Manufacturing Census Schedules, 

1820, 1850 - 1880 

If you have a businessman (or woman) in 

your family history, manufacturing 

schedules can provide similar information 

like the agricultural records:  type of 

business/industry, capital invested, value 

and quantity of products, labor used, etc.  

Coopers, tanners, cheesemakers, millers are 

all found among these records.  Even those 

residents who had kept a business as a 

sideline may be found here.  Any operation 

that produced goods worth $500 per year is 

listed.   

 

NJ Mortality Census Schedules, 1850 -

1880 

 

If you had an ancestor who died in the year 

preceding the census day (usually in June), 

then you’ve hit the genealogical jackpot 

with Mortality Schedules.  Along with the 

identity of the deceased, this census lists 

 

 

birthplace, parental information, occupation, 

cause and month of death, and may include 

specifics if the death was disease-related. 

 

For further information about all of the 

schedules produced by the federal 

government, take a look at William 

Dollarhide’s excellent guide to census 

records, The Census Book.  Also, Ancestry is 

constantly adding to its collection of nation-

wide, non-population census schedules that 

are searchable online. 

 

Cheryl Turkington 
 

 
 

Staff News 
 

New Staff Member 

 
We recently welcomed new staff member 
Carolyn Dorsey to the North Jersey History & 
Genealogy Center.  Carolyn, who will be 
starting the Library Studies program at 
Rutgers University this fall, works in our 
department on Saturdays.  In addition to 
reference desk duties, she will be scanning and 
digitizing images from our photo, postcard, 
fine art, and manuscript collections. 
 
Carolyn came to library work from a career in 
textile design, where she had an impressive 
career with companies like JP Stevens, Tietex, 
and The Erlanger Group.  Her extensive 
experience in computer assisted design and 
photo/image database management makes 
her a real asset to our department. 
 

Staff Volunteerism 
 

Occasionally, we like to highlight some of the 
things we do outside the library, and it 
recently came to our attention that several of 
us volunteer our time for a number of causes. 
 
Staff continued on page 7 
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Staff continued from page 6. 
 
Our department cataloger, James Collins, recently 
helped raise over $100,000 for Concern Worldwide in 
their fight against world poverty and hunger by 
participating in the Concern Fun Walk/Run held in 
Central Park on Saturday, April 18.  

 
This is Jim and his “team” before the walk. 

 
Not to be outdone – or out-run, as the case may 
be – Mary McMahon, our archivist, has been 
training for the marathon and has completed 
several 5K and 10K runs in the Morris County 
area.  Like Concern Worldwide, most of these runs 
raise money for charities.  One of Mary’s recent 
runs, the annual Turkey Trot, raised over $20,000 
for the Interfaith Food Pantry and Literacy 
Volunteers of Morris County. 
 

 
 
Christine Jochem, Department Head of the North 
Jersey History & Genealogy Center, isn’t doing 
much running these days but is still involved in 
community volunteerism. As a member of the 
Delaware Valley Bead Society, a guild of jewelry 
designers, Chrys 
participates in a 
program with a local 
women’s shelter 
which introduces the 
women to 
handcrafted jewelry.  
By giving them an 
opportunity to create 
a piece of wearable jewelry, they build self-esteem 
while designing a piece of jewelry for themselves. 

 

 

 
Events continued from page 2 
 

6/13 – Feedbags to Dresses.  View a collection of 
antique sewing machines and other items related 
to making clothing in the 1800s and early 1900s.  
Free program, donation suggested to tour the mill.  
Cooper Gristmill, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.. For additional 
information, please call 908-879-5463 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 

6/14 – Meet the Reveres!  “Meet” General and Mrs. 
Joseph Revere, and become acquainted with the 
first residents of The Willows, Fosterfields, 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m.  Admission, call, 973-326-7645 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 

6/17 through 8/9 – Linedrives & Lipstick:  The 
Untold Story of Women’s Baseball.  The exhibit 
documents the story of women’s baseball from its 
beginnings at Vassar College in 1866 into the 20th 
century.  Call 973-971-3743 or see 
www.morrismuseum.org 
 

6/20 & 6/21 – Civil War Weekend.  The Second 
New Jersey Brigade will be stationed at Historic 
Speedwell for camp life demonstrations.  Tour the 
Vail Home and Historic Speedwell, known as the 
“Birthplace of the Telegraph.”  Admission, 10:00 
a.m. - 4 p.m..   For additional information, call   
Historic Speedwell at 973-285-6550.  Or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 

6/21, 7/12, 7/19 – Caboose Train Rides.  Passengers 
can choose to climb aboard one of the many 
antique restored cabooses.  The locomotive 
pulling the train is a diesel engine built in 1954.  
For additional information please, call 973-887-
8177 or see www.whippanyrailwaymuseum.net 
 
6/24 through 11/15 – Invitations to a Wedding.  The 
exhibit features over 30 wedding gowns from the 
1820s to the present.  Call 973-371-3743 or see 
www.morrismuseum.org 
 
6/27 – Traditional Blacksmithing Classes.   Historic 
Speedwell’s resident blacksmith, Joshua Kandebo 
conducts a hands-on intermediate blacksmithing 
workshop for ages 13 and up, 9:00 am. - 4:00 p.m.  
Pre-registration is required, and space is limited.  
For more information, call 973-285-6550 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 
Events continued on page 8. 
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Events continued from page 7. 
 
6/27 - 14th Annual Waterloo Canal Day is co-
sponsored by The New Jersey Division of Parks & 
Forestry; Waterloo Village is open to the public, 
free of charge. For additional information, call 
908-722-9556 or see www.CanalSocietyNJ.org 
 
6/27 & 6/28 – Victorian Weekend.  Experience the 
Victorian era’s music, fashions, customs, family 
friendly crafts and games.  The weekend is a joint 
event held simultaneously with the Morris County 
Historical Society at Acorn Hall.  Shuttle service 
will be available. Admission, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Call 
973-326-7645 or visit www.morrisparks.net 
 
7/1/09 through 1/3/10 – Party Time: Re-Imagine 
America.  This sculptural installation imagines the 
scene of a late nineteenth-century dinner party in 
which proper Victorian etiquette has given way to 
misbehavior and even debauchery.  For 
information call The Newark Museum at 973-598-
6550 or visit www.newarkmuseum.org 
 
7/4 – Independence Day Celebration.  Cooper 
Gristmill.  Bring a picnic lunch, play historic 
games, tour the 19th century mill, and watch the 
stone grind grain into flour.  Admission.  For 
information call, 908-879-5463 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 
7/5 – Independence Day Celebration, Fosterfields. After 
decorating a horse-drawn wagon in red, white, and 
blue, take a ride around the farm!  Play games that 
were popular a century ago.  For more 
information, call 973-326-7645 or see 
www.morrisparks.net 
 
7/25 – In Stickley’s Steps:  a Landscape Tour.  Led by 
landscape architect, Brian Bosenberg, the tour will 
investigate the evolution of the landscape at 
Craftsman Farms.  Light refreshments will be 
served, 6 p.m.  Please register early since there are 
only 25 tickets available.  Call 973-540-0311 or see 
www.stickleymuseum.org 
 
7/26 – Old Fashioned Fun Day – Enjoy a day of 
family fun at Acorn Hall with special kids’ tours of 
Acorn Hall, games on the lawn, Victorian dress 
up, tea and cookies, and a take home craft.  1:00 - 
4:00 p.m.  Regular admission prices apply.  Call 
973-267-3465 or see www.acornhall.org 
 

 
8/8 – Twilight Tour at the Log House.”  Pete Mars 
will lead the tour and give participants a glimpse 
of evening life in 1911.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  Only 25 spots are available.  For tickets or 
further information, please call The Stickley 
Museum at Craftsman Farms, 973-540-0311 or 
check: www.stickleymuseum.org 
 
8/22 – 34th Annual Wharton Canal Day.  Enjoy 
guided tours of the preserved one-quarter-mile 
section of the canal, a mule-drawn boat ride on 
the canal, and an events and sales table.  The free 
event will run from 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.  For 
information, call 908 722-9556 or see 
www.CanalSocietyNJ.org 

 
8/23 – Members’ Garden Party – Morris County 
Historical Society members are welcome to bring 
a picnic to enjoy on the lawn of Acorn Hall.  Tea 
and dessert will be served. For information, call 
973-267-3465 visit www.acornhall.org 

 
 

Contact Us: 

 
The Morristown & Morris Township Library 
North Jersey History & Genealogy Center 
One Miller Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
973-538-3473 

 
Web Site: 
http://www.morristownmorristwplibrary.info 
 

Visit Us: 
 

History Center hours: 
 

 Mon.-Thurs.:  9:00-9:00 
 Friday:   9:00-6:00 
 Saturday:  9:30-5:00 
 Sat. (July/Aug.):         10:00-2:00 
 Sunday:  1:00-5:00 
 

Spring 2009 
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The North Jersey Historian is published quarterly. 
 
Annette Tyler, Editor 
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